The Imagine Project
Sponsored by the Rosenfeld Foundation Program in Jewish Education
Rationale:
If hate can be taught, so can acceptance and appreciation for others. Today, more than ever, we need to come together in mutual respect, understanding, appreciation, and celebration.

The words of Martin Luther King have inspired this effort and its direction:    "Men often hate each other because they fear each other; they fear each other because they don't know each other; they don't know each other because they cannot communicate; they cannot communicate because they are separated.”     –Martin Luther King

Mission:  

1.  To create a multi-faceted outreach program to unite people of different diverse backgrounds--cultural, religious, sexual, and gender orientation through authentic learning opportunities that will allow them to know one another
2.  To encourage communities to “Imagine” ways they can bring “kindness” to the forefront of curriculum and develop action plans for “living kind”
3. To promote in both Jewish and non Jewish students  a deeper understanding and appreciation  of Judaism in  terms of our history, values, thought, and tradition 
Vision:   To help create a “Culture of Kindness” -- a world of understanding, acceptance, and appreciation for all of humanity.

Possible Initiatives—to bring communities together through authentic learning and civic engagement opportunities
1. Grand Conversations- Held at Book Stores/Public Libraries monthly during school year
--Participants read the selected book of the month, reflect, and question.  Discussion is based on their questions.  Books selected will deal with issues including:   multicultural understanding, challenges –physical and mental (i.e. the book Wonder), diversity in terms of religion, race, gender, social justice, friendship, etc.  
-- Participants:  students of selected grade levels from community schools--public, private, and religious (teachers RSVP #-capped at certain number)
2.  Youth Engagement—(Perhaps can be combined with community Service Days) —  Individuals representing youth groups from across the county (representing diversity in terms of color, religion, etc.) work together on various projects to help others and benefit the community.

3. Skype into Schools (getting to know each other) - Pairing schools (a Jewish Day School and either a public or faith -based school in area that has very few Jewish people) and involving students in authentic learning opportunities to promote interaction among diverse learning communities.  Curricular involvement may include: lessons from Facing History and Ourselves, Grand Conversations, literature circles, etc.  Teachers in both schools will become part of the conversation as appropriate curriculum is selected and/or developed to meet our mission and vision.
Rosenfeld Initiatives to expand the mission of the Imagine  Project
1.  Innovations for “Living Lives in Peace”  
   
 Goal:  To promote acceptance and appreciation for others
--Grants of $500 (4 of them yearly) to schools selected for their proposals for a school-wide  project to help bring people together.  Follow-up on progress and ways to link with JLM 
       (Reaching out to ADL and Facing History)
2.  www.jewishlearningmatters.com   (JLM)—adding quality  resources to our website which address topics paramount  to  the mission and vision of Imagine  Project  
3. Resource Roundups (blog):  Focusing this year on topics related to kindness, empathy, anti-bullying, friendship, social justice, multicultural understanding, social change, Jewish identity, etc.  https://www.jewishlearningmatters.com/BL-JLM-Blog-3121.aspx
See out first post for January, 2018 to “Create a Culture of Kindness” as well as
our post “Civil Rights and the Jewish Connection.”  Posts will be added monthly.
4.  Guest Bloggers
